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AM dect wy the: Lord Biſhop of this Dioceſe, to 
inform you that his Lordſhip expects you will attend 

A him at his palace in Norwich, on Friday the 18th Day Z 

1 of this inſtant, July, at eleven o Clock in the forenoon: 

14 to ſhew cauſe why you do not reſide upon your Bene- 

þ = fice of Wiekhampton in this Dioceſe, and why you 

71 55 ſhould not be admoniſhed to 80 and welie Wer. „ 


= 5 i 8 Fo am, Rev. sir, 5 is 


111 det 
8 8 "Your very bumble Servant, 


N 'To Mr. Le Grice. © WIA sas, Regie: 


"* the boy HY — above-mentioned I attended al at 
the palace j in Norwich ; and was conducted to a room, | 
into. which the Biſhop, one of his Chaplains, Mr. Wm, — 
Baker, and Mr. Morphew junr. ſoon afterwards entered, | 
His Lorhip, being ſeated, addrelſed me in 2 theſe words: 


"23s wy 


| | | A . «Sir, 
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& Sir, you are to ſhew cauſe why you do not reſide upon 
one of your Benefices, either Thwaite or Wickhamp- 


* ton: it is my intention to enforce your perſonal reſi- 
e dence upon one of them; and the paper I now have 
1 hefore me contains an admonition ready drawn * for 


« that purpoſe. 
In reply, I firſt pleaded, that the pariſhes v were fo ex- 


tremely ſmall, and the inhabitants in either ſo ſew, that 
if his Lordſhip was as well acquainted with theſe circum- 


ſtances as I was, I ſhould conceive he would not deem it 
neceſſary for a clergyman to reſide there. — that the Sun- 
day Service, and all parochial duty, was regularly per- 


formed at Wickhampton by a Gentleman, who lived 
within a mile of the church; and at Thwaite by another, 


who lived in the adjoining pariſh of Mendleſham. — that 


what in law was deemed reſidence was abſolutely imprac- 


ticable; for the parſonage houſes at both the pariſhes 


were mere cottages, occupied by paupers; that from the 
nature of the buildings, and their ſituation, they were, to 
the beſt of my judgment, incapable of being made habit- 
able to a family in a decent ſtation of life, by any repair 
or alteration whatever. I had at preſent reaped very little 


advantage from Wickhampton, as the late Incumbent 


was declared by his Executors to have died inſolvent; and 


the repair of the chancel only, had coſt me nearly one 


| year 8 income of the Rectory. My family had no intereſt 


in either of the Livings beyond the term of my life, and 
the annual profits of them would not admit of my ſi nking 


upon them any part of my private fortune, To all this 


his Lordſhip's s anſwer was, Theſe, Sir, are matters for 


* your own private conſideration, not for mine. 
N I then 


f 


1 


4 then urged the inconyeniences, ande even diſtrefful | 
conſequences that-muſt attend the removal of ſo numerous 
a family, (having, eight children) from ſuch a town as 
Bury to an obſcure village; where the want of medical 
aſſiſtance would be cauſe of no ſmall uneaſineſs to thoſe, 
who had been accuſtomed to it on all occaſions at the ' 
ſhorteſt notice; where the moſt common neceſſaries 'of 
ſuch a family could not be ſupplied, without an increaſe 


of expence; ; ang even thep i in ſo irregular and uncomfort- 
able a manner, as to render the change a ſource of much 


unhappineſs to thoſe, who had ever been accuſtomed” to 
. the accomodations of a town — that 1 could il afford the 
| preparatory expence of a change of reſidence - — that | 
another conſequence, diſtreſsful i in the extreme, Was, that 
ſuch removal would effeQually deprivey me of every means 
of educating my children, of the advantages of a free 
grammar ſchool for the boys, and day ſchools for the girls. 


The anſwer was, © The beſt education for girls | is, in my 
* opinion, at home; and with relpect to what elſe you 


. «have mentioned, much as 1 may compaſſionate your 
cc circumſtances, it is not for me to yield to the feelings 
of humanity, on an occaſion, upon which Tam acting 
: « within the line of my duty.“ ' — After ſome pauſe his 

_ Lordſhip added, «Do you object to the proceedings of 

this court?” — My Lord, I am fo perfectly ignorant 
of the authority of this court, and came hither ſo totally 
unprepared for any formal proceſs, that I know not whe- 
ther it be more to my advantage to acquieſce, or to object. 
I mean not to give offence by what I am about to fay; 
but erery one muſt ſuppoſe you have ſome fecret motive 
| for this ſevere exertion of your power, — If I have given 
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| you any perſonal offence, I am ready to make every ſub- 


miſſion you may require; and to pledge myſelf in the 
moſt ſolemn manner to alter my deportment in future, 


in any reſpect which you ſhall pleaſe to intimate. If you 
have conceived an ill opinion of me from any information 
you have received, either with regard to my moral cha- 
racer, or my conduR i in the line of my profeſſion, I hum- 


bly entreat you will ſtate it to me, and I doubt not I ſhall 
be able to clear myſelf to your ſatisfaction, and to prove 


| that the information originates in the prejudice of party, 
or. in private. Picque. — Anſwer. . Sir, nothing of this 
66 * nature is ſtated i in, or appears upon, the face of the in- 
7 junction.“ 7 — Pardon me, my Lord, if I yet take the 
liberty to ſay, | that I cannot, but think ſome ſecret intel- 
ligence, relative to my conduct, in ſome reſpect or other, 
muſt have excited you to adopt a meaſure, which in my 


ſituation i is ſo peculiarly rigid and oppreſſive — (the word 


| pr eue was objected to by his Lordſhip, as unſeemly, 


and improper to be addreſſed to him, who ſat there as my 
5 I e varied the . ion, and F100 
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boy 3 1 ty to your Lordſhip, that Ii was s the 1 
thor of certain pamphlets, on the. ſubject of Mr. Harri- 


ſon's Sermon. I did not heſitate to mention this matter, 


as 1 could with confidence declare that ſuch E report was 
groundleſs. - — Anſwer. I have reaſon to think you are 


not the author; otherwiſe I ſhould have taken up the 


« matter in a very different manner.” 1 obſerved, that as 


there were ſo many other clergymen who were poſſeſſed 


of diſtant benefices, and yet were permitted to reſide in 
Bury ; 


I" 
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Bury; it vid: not but ſeem particularly hard; that: his: 


Lordſhip ſhould ſingle me out of that number. " Anſwers 


What a reaſon is this! What! becauſe I do not take 
« notice of all, am 1 therefore to take notice of none! * 


My Lord, I can truly ſay, that you could not have notic- 


ed any one in the town of Bury, whom ſuch an injunction 
would involve in ſimilar diſtreſs. Still therefore T muſt 
think you have been prejudiced againft me by ſecret in- 


formation that you have received from one or more'perſons, 
to whom I am perſonally obnoxious, which has induced 
you to take this rigid ſtep. Under this conviction I can- 


not but expreſs a wiſh, that I might face my accuſers in 
your open Court; that. you would grant me an opportunity 


to endeavour to exculpate myſelf; and if I could not do 
it to your ſatisfaction, then to await the penalty. To 


this his Lordſhip made no reply. Upon which I next ob- 5 
ſerved to him, that by enforcing 1 my reſidence, he would 


oblige me to reſign my LeCtureſhip at Bury, the falary of 


' which was nearly equal to the neat annual produce of ei- 
ther of my Benefices taken ſeparately ; and with the atten- 
dant advantages of living i in a town, more eligible prefer- | 


ment than both of them conſidered jointly, under the 
compulſion to reſidence upon either. Upon this ſtate of 
the caſe, I once more appealed to his Lordſhip” s huma- 
nity, by ſaying, that in my circumſtances, ſuch a diminution 


of my income, every ſhilling of which was eſſential to the 


welfare and comfort of my family, would be attended 
with conſequences little ſhort of abſolute ruin. Here he 


replied, « You ſeem to dwell much on your LeQureſhip: 


« | know of no ſuch thing. Your name does not appear 


in my books as Lecturer of any place whatever, What 


2M authority 
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« authority 3 you to preach. at either of the.churches | 
in Bury? — My Lord, I was appointed to that office 


by the Corporation, by whom I have been regularly paid 


the allotted ſtipend for ten years paſt.— His anſwer was, 


Vou may have enjoyed the emolument of the office; 


« but you had no right to it, You are not the Lecturer. 
If there be any, Dr. Wollaſton is the perſon. le has 
« never reſigned it; and the Namen de elected you to an 
«office before it was vacant.“ . Wollaſton' s reſig- 


| nation, my Lord, was given in writing to the Alderman 


then being; and is entered i in the records of the Corpora- 
tion. His relinquiſhment, not only of the duty, but of 


the ſalary, for the ſpace of ten years, ſhould ſeem a ſuffi. 


Client, declaration of his having no further concern with > 
« Sir, his reſignation to the Corporation was no proper 


« « reſignation. It ought to have been tendered for accep- 
0 « ' tance in my court ; and till that 1 is done, [ conſider him 


"TH", © *® 


« « which you have not. An idea has gone forth that I 
« have no authority in the Town of Bury. It is high time 
46 « for me to correct that miſtake; neither you, nor any 
« other perſon, i is duly authoriſed to preach there, without 


my Licence. You have never been licenced either by 


me or my predeceſſor.” — I obſerved to him that I had 
not acted in defiance of his authority, but in total igno- 
rance, that his licence was neceſſary, Not doubting but 
his Lordſhip knew his own power, I was ready to com- 

ply with his requiſition; and humbly entreated him to re- 

medy the defect, and grant me his Licence. | 
2208 Licence you Sir! To what? to an office already full? 


« produce your nomination, You cannot alk a licence, 
OS. til 


; f Y. ) a 
tilt you bring a nominatiof. fubſequent to Dr. Wellaf. 


* ton's reſignation.” — T could not but obſerve to him that 
this reſolution evidently ſubjected me to a new election 


which would in all probability be fatal to me. 


The Corporation was a fluctuating body; many of 
thoſe who had been my friends before, were dead. Of 


thoſe that remained, the ſentiments of ſome might be 
changed, from freſh connections ſtarting up; and that there 


were ſeveral new members, to whoſe favour I had no pre- 


tenſions, If his Lordſhip was determined not to overlagk 


this informality, I foreſaw his reſolution would inevitably 


deprive me — © You are not, Sir, to conſider it as a De- 


10 privation, you cannot be ſaid to + Myron, of what yo 


never was poſſeſſed. 1 


| My expreſſion above Werkes of wiſhing ts a my 
accuſer i in a more public court, ſeems to have been conſidered 


as an objection to the proceedings of the preſent. For 
here the admonition intended was'thrown aſide ; and his 


Lordſhip, addreſſing himſelf to Mr. Baker, diftated the 
following injunction, which un en wrote pee "_ \ 
his Lam words. 2 5 x 8 5 


F J 18, _ 13 

At a G of Hanſa held bebe Right Reverend 

Father in God, Lewis, by divine permiſſion Lord Bi- 

| ſhop of Norwich, at the Epiſcopal palace in Norwich, 

on Friday the 18th. Day of July, in the year of aur Lord 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty eight. 

© Preſent, William Baker, Not. Pub. Ain 


The Ne Charles Le Grice, Clerk, Rector of 


Thwaite, otherwiſe Twaite, in the County of Suffolk, and 


ReQor 


FEST 


Rector of Warkbampton i in the county of Norſolk, re- 
ſpectively in the Dioceſe of Mqrvicks being n 


preſent. * 
The Lord Biſhop did cou 1 ama him, 


the ſaid Charles Le Grice, not to officiate in any pariſh 
church or churches within the ſaid Dioceſe of Norwich, 
without his being thereto firſt duly authoriſed by the Or- 
dinary, Save and except in the pariſhes and pariſh churches 


of Wickhampton nne Twin, afore- 
ſaid. 
So 1 atteſ William Baker, Not. Pub. Penta 


"This being me to me, remarked to Fer Locdſhip that 
it took place immediately: and what confuſion it would 


create, as the churches would be unſupplied. That is 


«not my e ; the nn and Pr. Wollaſton muſt 


: 5 guilty 21 fame. « enormous crime to be ſo inſtantly 


diſplaced, I requeſted that his Lordſhip would grant me 


farther time in hopes that ſomething might occur, to relax 


the ſeverity of his reſolution. Every thing I could ſay to 


him on this topic was vain. He roſe from his chair, 
and ſaid, © The firſt ſtep he ſhould inſiſt on was Dr. Wol- 
e laſton's reſignation in form; after which, if I could 
come to him with a freſh nomination, I might apply for 


« a Licence.” But, as he left the room, he added, It will 
« ſtill remain in my breaſt whether to licence you or not.” 
With the above mandate in my pocket, I returned im- 
mediately to Bury. On approaching my own houſe, my 


fituation ſtruck me with additional anxiety. The intel- 
Wann was of too painful: a nature to be communicated 


to | 


8 


5 


tn 


to Mrs. L. who had- within- three weeks dn the 
parent of another child. With my family ſurr ounding 2) 
me, I fat down and wrote by expreſs to his Lorgſhip, wha 


7 was to. leave "Norwich on the Monday, entreating that < 


his injunRion might not be in force for à month or ſix. 
weeks, from a conſideration of the effect the intelligence 


might produce in one who muſt ſhare my ſufferings. | By 


the Next poſt I was favoured with the following Epiſtle ; 'P 


STK, -- | Norwich, 19th uh, 1788: © 
I am directed by the Lord Biſhop of Norwich, in anſwer 
to your letter to his Lordſhip of yeſterday, to acquaint 
you, That you have not alledged any new matter by 
that letter, that doth move his Lordſhip to alter the 
tenor of the admonition, pronounced at the Court of 
Audience held yeſterday, at the Epiſcopal. Palace in 
Norwich: and that the mention of this buſineſs to 
Mrs. Le Grice muſt be timed as your ee and 
tenderneſs ſhall beſt ſuggeſt to you. 
I ar, SK, - 
- Your moſt obedient Servant, ; 
WII Bakrs. | 


"Mis Lordſhip! 8. e r upon a journey h 
into Staffordſhire, precluded any poſſible application to 
him but by letter; a circumſtance which obviouſly in- 
creaſed the diſtreſs of my ſituation, as much time muſt 
8 betxyeen any addreſs to him and his reply. As ſoon 


B as 


— — — 


4 dug, 1788, 


(12) 


2s my ſuſpenſion was known, many reports were circu- 
lated, injurious to my character, and detrimental to my 


Intereſt, It was poſitively aſſerted that the biſhop had 


declared he would not licenſe me, if a freſh-nomination 
was procured — That 1 could not obtain . a Teſti- 
monial as he would accept — &c. 

In compliance with his Lordſhip's expectation, Dr. 
Wollaſton's reſignation was ſent; in conſequence of 


which 1 received pus 158 — 


Rev. SIR, 
Dr. Wollaſton's reſignation i is accepted, and notice is ſent 
to the Alderman of the Vacancy. If you are re-cleQed, 
you will bring a nomination, under the ſeal of the cor- 
' poration, with a Teſtimonial; and this, I apprehend, 
ought to be 1 8 55 the two readers and Dr. 


Knowles, 5 

Norwich, NS am, rs 

Your very humble Servant, 
Jorn Moxrnew, junr. 


A certain gentleman, related to many of the corpora- 
tion, was exceedingly buſy (by his agents) in engaging 
votes, even before the notice above mentioned arrived; 
and informed me, that whenever a vacancy vas an- 
nounced, he ſhould conſider the office as open to himſelf 


as to me. The election was hurried on with more than 


ordinary precipitation: and 11 were the advantages of 


( 13 5 „ 
my competitor's connections, that the few friends T had. 
10 ſaw it was in vain to reſiſt the torrent. WE 0 

It is now ſaid that. two curacies will 5 my 
loſs: ; and that the defalcation from my income will then 
be very trifling. If the difference between my LeQures © 
ſhip and two curacies, were in this and other reſpects ſa 
very trifling, what excuſe can be made for the cagemneſy 
and intrigue with which I have been oppoſed? But 
there is no proſpect or probability I ſhould be able ta 
procure two curacies within a convenient diſfince. 8 
Bury. The difficulty of obtaining them is well known 
to many of the clergy, who long waited with that view. 
| It is increaſed in my caſe; as few ReQors are willing tq 
grant ſuch a nomination, as would enable me to apply for 


a Licence, without which I am inhibited by his Lordſhig 


from officiating in any churches, except thoſe to- which 


I am preferred. And it is a matter which yet remains 


undetermined, whether I am to be driven into all the dif. 
ficulties and diſtreſſes of perſonal relidence in one of 5 
_ yoly pariſhes, or not. 

Whatever may have been aſſerted, I have above mh 
to the beſt of my knowledge, the whole of what paſſed 
between me and his Lordſhip at Norwich; and as far as 


my recollection would ſerve, in the very words made uſe 


of, as well by him, as by myſelf. 
This Statement of my Caſe is drawn up merely for the 


| information of a few friends who requeſted it, that par- ts 


ticulars might not be varied by frequent verbal repetition, 
I ſubmit all further uſe of it to their jdgment and diſ- 
cretion. 


CHARLES LE GRICE. 
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wW E, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, have confidered 


the Cask of the Rev. CaarLes Ls Grict 
with the attention it deferves; and in conſequence of his. 
fubmitting i it to our diſpoſal, have cauſed it to be printed. 


The matter of informality 1s, in our eſtimation, by no 


means an adequate cauſe of the effects which have ac- 
crued; and we are, firmly perſuaded that no other reaſon 
of this procedure was declared or intimated; that no cri- 
minality or negle& whatever was charged upon the ſuf- 
terer. We do not interfere any farther with his private con- 
cerns, than to. abſerve upon his numerous, if not increaſ- 
ing, family: yet we apprehend it cannot be diſagreeable 
to him, and look upon ourſelves as fully juſtified, if we 
lay this ſingular Caſe before the public, in order to ſuch 
future ſteps, as may either redreſs the grievance which he 
appears to us to have ſuffered ; or, in ſome degree com: 
penſate the loſs he has ſuſtained. 


32 
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JOSHUA GRIGBY. 

WILLIAM MIDDLETON. 

. CAPEL LOFFT. | 
IJoHN KERRICH. 
JOSHUA GRIGBY, junr. 
- ROBERT WALPOLE. 

'The Rev. THOMAS KERRICH. 

The Rev. ORBEL RAY. | 

The Rev. R. E. GARNHAM. 


